
Our identity is composed of a tree and 

stars. The tree signifies the foundation 

and commitment of education within the 

community, while the stars represent 

the individual students who flourish and 

benefit from our program. When you 

plant a seed to read, what grows is the 

opportunity for a bright future for all 

students in the Super Stars Literacy 

program. 
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When faced with the alarming statistic that fewer than 
one in twenty Oakland high school students is 
academically eligible to attend a University of California 
college, David Silver and a group of dedicated parents 
founded Think College Now, a community-based public 
elementary school focused on closing the achievement 
gap. The school motto, “Together, Yes We Can”, 
exemplifies the belief that ALL students must have the 

opportunity to attend college and pursue their dreams. 

The majority of TCN’s 
255 K-5

th
 grade 

students (91%) qualify 
for free or reduced 
price lunches due to 
their low income status, 
and 68% of TCN 
students are English 
Language Learners. 

But thanks to a curriculum that is closely aligned with 
state standards, parent engagement, high-level 
assessments to determine each child’s abilities and 
needs, and tutoring provided by teachers after school 
and during vacations, TCN students are making 
incredible educational strides, increasing the school’s 

API score an astounding 170 points from 2005 to 2007.  

One of only three Oakland schools to earn a 2008 
“California Distinguished School” award, Think College 
Now has also received a “Title I Achievement Award” for 
outstanding academic growth and success in narrowing 
the achievement gap. TCN was recognized by 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee for “strength of parent 
involvement”, and was praised by OUSD Executive 
Officer Bill Conrad as, “a model school…one of the top 5 

schools I have seen in the country.” 

'

The staff’s dedication is exemplified by Principal David 
Silver, who will do “whatever it takes” to see his students 
succeed. Each year, 
students are 
challenged with a 
reading goal, for which 
he rewards them with 
an outrageous stunt - 
singing and dancing 
on the school’s roof, 
or taking a plunge in a 
dunk tank. This year’s 
goal is to read a combined one hundred million words, to 
earn a school carnival - with a pie-throwing booth! You 
can bet that these bright and motivated students will 
meet their goal, and that Principal Silver will proudly 

deliver their reward.  

The new partnership between Think College Now and 
Super Stars Literacy is producing outstanding results. 
Principal Silver stated, “Super Stars Literacy provides 
our students with the opportunity to attain their socio-
emotional and literacy goals. I appreciate the SSL staff’s 
constant work to integrate their program into the TCN 
vision and community. SSL has the building blocks of a 
strong literacy program based on assessments to guide 
instruction, a curricular map, and a strong rubric to 
provide a vision of quality learning.”   

At the recent Family Reading Night, Principal Silver 
asked, “What is the most important thing you must do to 
get to college?”  Everyone called out, “READ!” Super 
Stars Literacy is confident that our TCN students will 
meet their goal of attending college, and is very pleased 

to be a part of their academic success.  
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Super Stars Literacy not only helps children 

increase their reading proficiency, but also helps 

build self-confidence, communication and social 

skills that serve these youth well into adulthood. To 

make an investment in their future – and ours – 

please send your tax-deductible donation to: Super 

Stars Literacy, Inc., 675 Hegenberger Rd., Oakland, 

CA  94621 or make an online gift at 

www.superstarsliteracy.org.'
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 !  The Super Stars Literacy Gazette !  The Super Stars Literacy Reader 
 

 ! The Super Stars Literacy Journal !  The Super Stars Literacy Carrier Pigeon 
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" Every child deserves equal access to resources and 

opportunities to achieve. 
 

" Every child has the potential to learn and achieve. 
 

" Families and caregivers are integral to children’s literacy 

development. 
 

" Learning should be filled with joy, fun and friendship. 
 

" Literacy and academic achievement are enhanced 

through group learning and social development. 
 

" Early literacy development is critical to success in school 

and life. 
 

" We believe in fostering children’s confidence, self-

esteem and creating safe learning environments. 
 

" We believe in building a network of support for each 

child. 
 

" Our programs will be outcome- and evidence-based and 

evaluated for continuous improvement. 
'
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